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At the height of the purges in the summer of 1938, Joseph Stalin spent several weeks rewriting the most
important book in the Soviet ideological canon, the Short Course on the History of the All-Union
Communist Party (Bolsheviks). After this book was published that fall, it became compulsory reading for
Soviet citizens in all walks of life between 1938 and 1956. As important as the Short Course was to Stalin-
era ideology, however, surprisingly little has been published about the writing of this volume.[1] Only in
2014 did Mikhail Zelenov and | begin a comprehensive effort to publish archival documents associated



with the Short Course and only in 2019 did we succeed in releasing a critical edition of the text in
English.[2] A Russian-language critical edition still awaits publication in Moscow.

In Stalin’s editing of the Short Course, the dictator altered the official Bolshevik narrative on dozens of
issues, ranging from the history of the October 1917 Revolution to industrialization, collectivization and
the purges. He also altered the way in which party history addressed issues like internationalism, institutions
like the Comintern and propaganda even including his own personality cult.[3]

This paper outlines on how Stalin rewrote Transcaucasia’s prerevolutionary place in party history in 1938.
As is well known, Transcaucasia played a large role in both party history and early Bolshevik
historiography. Much of this narrative was systematized by L. P. Beria in 1935 in his notorious book about
the prerevolutionary Transcaucasian underground.[4] And Beria’s history formed the basis for the prototype
Short Course’s narrative on the Transcaucasus that E. M. laroslavskii and P. N. Pospelov prepared for Stalin
between 1937 and 1938.

Fascinatingly, archival documents reveal Stalin to have taken a strong disliking to this prototype and to
have rewritten much of the Short Course during the summer of 1938, cutting almost everything about the
Transcaucasian revolutionary movement from the first chapters of the book. Archival documentation also
reveals Stalin to have revised the text’s regional narrative on the revolutions of 1917, as well as its account
of how the Bolsheviks consolidated power and built a centralized command economy in what would
become in 1936 the Socialist Republic of Georgia. Entitled “Why did Stalin Rewrite the Transcaucasian
Chapter of the Bolshevik Party’s Prerevolutionary Past? (A Case Study on the Editing of the 1938 Short
Course),” my conference paper will catalog Stalin’s editorial changes and provide analysis explaining his
rationale for transforming the Transcaucasian aspects of party history.

NOTES

[1] For early work, see N. N. Maslov, ““Kratkii kurs istorii VKP(b)’—entsiklopediia kul’ta lichnosti Stalina,” Voprosy istorii KPSS 11 (1988): 51-
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The proposed paper will address the management of film production between 1953 and 1991, and
particularly between 1963 and 1985, the period when the chief regulatory bodies were Goskino
Moscow and the cinema committees in the republics, along with the Party hierarchy, from studio-level
organisations (pervichnye yacheiki) up to the Central Committee. It will focus at a number of cases
where the relationship between the republics and the centre entered moments of crisis: two (in Latvia
and Moldavia) where hostility towards a studio’s activities came from the republic itself, and two (in
Estonia and Georgia) where the hostility emanated from the centre. While the history of Soviet cinema

is usually written with reference to rather a narrow range of archival documents (particularly, different



variants of the ‘literary scenario’ and shooting script, plus, sometimes, in-studio discussions), consulting
the Party record provides illuminating supplementary materials about the labyrinthine processes by

which film production was managed after Stalin, the ‘Kremlin censor’, disappeared from the scene.
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The Soviet Union invented and institutionalized a system of single-candidate elections. This practice
would have been considered an absurdity in late tsarist Russia, let alone in more liberal political
systems. How did single-candidate elections to the newly formed Supreme Soviet come to be in 1937,
how did they take place in the annexed Soviet territories of 1940 and 1944 and afterwards? And what
can the workings of this peculiar electoral culture tell us about Soviet society and political culture in

the 1950s and 1960s? The paper will draw on material from Latvia and elsewhere.
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Combining published biographical and documentary sources with new archival materials from the
Georgian Party and KGB archives, this paper reexamines the intersection of the institutional,
individual, and network interest and motivations at play in a series of clashes and confrontations that
took place between officials of the Georgian secret police (GruzGPU/NKVD and the Transcaucasian
secret police (ZakGPU/NKVD) in the 1920s and 1930s. Its aim is to gain an insight into the workings
and internal politics in the security services in the early Soviet periphery in order to better understand

the role of informality, networks, and inter-network conflict in the first decades of the Soviet state.
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This paper critically presents new approaches to the shared/entangled history of Central and Eastern
Europe. The main emphasis will be on the comparative method and its application to historical
research; and on new transnational approaches to the shared/entangled past of Central and Eastern

Europe, with a focus on the history of the Balkans and of the Caucasus, as relevant case studies.
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Together with the University of Siegen, we have been working for three years on the processing of the sources
from the church archives of the Swabian Pietists preserved in the National Archives of Georgia, which we are
transferring from the 19th century Current script into today's Latin script using the TRANSCRIBUS computer
program. Thus we are processing for the first time ever an archive collection of over 50,000 units in different
fonds. My presentation will focus on these holdings, their content and their structure. Using selected examples,
I will present the potential of this unique source material for the everyday history of the Swabian settlements in

Georgia. As Protestants, all parishioners were literate and left behind a rich written heritage of documents from



church self-government. This makes it possible for the first time to go beyond the community-building memories
of the Caucasian Germans (e.g. in the so-called “Heimatbiicher”). Insights can also be gained into the interactions
of the Swabian colonists with their surroundings, the Tsarist special administration often carried out by Baltic
German nobles and the Georgian neighbors, as well as into the development of the Evangelical-Lutheran
communities in the Caucasus. In terms of an entangled history, the settlement of the Swabian colonists should be
considered in the context of the Tsarist Christianization policy of the Caucasus, inclunding sectarians from central
Russia (Molokans, Dukhobortsy, etc.) as well as Pontic Greeks and Armenians from the Ottoman Empire were

also settled in this region. I will also look for traces of interactions with these groups in German sources.
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In his memoirs, Professor of Political Sciences at the University of Chicago David Laitin, a resident of the
Jewish section of Flatbush (New York borough), describes the daily humiliation of Jewish boys on their
school route by children from the Italian neighborhood. The principal of the Jewish school often inflicted
injuries and reported incidents to the local police officer, who was originally Irish. This was an instance of
interethnic communication between two distinct communities, the Jewish and Italian, under the authority
of the United States. The relationship between Muslim Azerbaijani people, indigenous to the South
Caucasus, and German settlers, primarily from Wirttemberg, in the early 19" century, under the Russian
imperial authority, may be analogous to that described by David Laitin, with a few notable exceptions. The
social conditions and political situations of US cities in the mid-20™ century and those of South Caucasus
as a colony of the Russian Empire in the early 19" century are strikingly disparate. In the early 19" century,
the boys and girls from the German colony attended school on a daily basis, which the German settlers had
established upon arrival. However, the school was viewed by the local Muslim boys as an unfavorable
environment where boys could be punished for any single failure and girls were not even permitted to
attend.

In academic studies of interethnic relations, the focus has been on the violence and tensions between ethnic
groups with different cultural and religious experiences. Nevertheless, the experiences of numerous
countries demonstrate that, in the absence of robust state authority, interethnic cooperation is a more
prevalent phenomenon than interethnic violence (Faeron and Laitin, 1996:715). This paper presents a
historical analysis of the relations between two ethnic groups of the 19" century South Caucasus: German
colonists and Muslims. It employs a comparative approach, examining both written and visual sources in
order to gain a more nuanced understanding of the complex dynamics between their cultural and societal
organizations. The paper posits that disparate types of written sources, including reports, statistics, and
surveys, may be perceived as conflicting points in the relations between these two ethnic groups due to the
social oppression of local Muslims. However, visual sources offer beneficial intercultural communications
between them.
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In the 1880s, Armenian intellectuals from St. Petersburg and Moscow launched several initiatives to
explore Russian Armenia and Ottoman Armenia. Levon Sargsyants, a young professional, who would
play a significant role in Armenia’s sociopolitical life in the 1910s, decided to travel from the Russian
Armenia’s southernmost city to the northernmost city of the Ottoman Armenia. His detailed account
of travel encounters and observations, which he published in “Mourch”, a Tiflis-based periodical,
remained in obscurity for more than a century. Closer reading of the text, however, help us better
understand the history of Armenians in the last quarter of the 19th century. His account entangles and
demystifies several long-established interpretations, which dominated the Armenian historiography

for a long period of time.
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In the 1880s, Armenian intellectuals from St. Petersburg and Moscow launched several initiatives to
explore Russian Armenia and Ottoman Armenia. Levon Sargsyants, a young professional, who would
play a significant role in Armenia’s sociopolitical life in the 1910s, decided to travel from the Russian
Armenia’s southernmost city to the northernmost city of the Ottoman Armenia. His detailed account
of travel encounters and observations, which he published in “Mourch”, a Tiflis-based periodical,
remained in obscurity for more than a century. Closer reading of the text, however, help us better
understand the history of Armenians in the last quarter of the 19th century. His account entangles and
demystifies several long-established interpretations, which dominated the Armenian historiography

for a long period of time.
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The main purpose of the current article is to examine periodicals dealing with the transformation of Turkish-
Muslim women in the South Caucasus in the 19th and 20th centuries. The press was a major vehicle for
examining the role of women in traditionally Muslim Azerbaijani society. For this intention, some
newspapers and magazines from the years 1875-1917 are examined.

In the aforementioned years, a number of media organs were created by Azerbaijani intellectuals to
enlighten society. By the beginning of the 20th century, a group of male writers published several articles
in these press organs to attract women to education. Moreover, at the beginning of the 20th century, several
bright women began to fight for their rights due to a strong cultural awakening. For the first time, women
founded their own women's newspaper.



Masha Cerovic, EHESS (School of Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences) (France)
Land reform and colonization: the districts of Batumi and Kars in the Romanov imperial project (1878-
1883)

The paper looks at the implementation of diverging colonizing projects on the Black Sea coast and in
the Armenian-Kurdish plateau after the 1877-78 Russian-Ottoman war. It focuses on the
instrumentalization of land ownership policy and the work of the “commissions on the land question”
in Kars and Batumi. It shows that the use of different legal tools, in the context of the
instrumentalization of the Ottoman 1858 Land law, enable the local authorities to open up the two

areas to different forms of colonization and imperial “civilizing mission”.
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The article discusses the establishment of the Central State Archive of Scientific and Technical
Documentation in the Republic of Kazakhstan. It also examines international relations and ways to
enhance the organization of contemporary archive activities.

The article explores the main principles of the archive for scientific and technical documents, including
the procedures for admission, inspection, registration, addition, storage, and organization of document
use in archival collections. The archive's holdings include documents related to the history of science
and technology, as well as a brief description of their contents. Additionally, the article provides an

overview of personal collections within the archive.
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The management of water resources, both in ancient times and now, has primarily had economic
importance. There are many archival and archaeological data related to the above topic. Archaeologist
Ashkarbek Kalantar was one of the first to pay attention to this question. By mapping the dragon stones
(vishaps) of Aragats, he connected them with the sources of water resources. Various authors have

referred to the history of the use of highland water resources. Here we would especially emphasize Gr.



Shirmazani, G. Aghakhanyan, R. Musheghyan and others. Artificial irrigation systems reached their
peak in the Urartian period, and were marked again in the Soviet years.

The Armenian archives of reservoir construction in the 20th century pertain to the historical
documentation of the planning, design, construction, and management of reservoirs. Reservoir
construction in this region have been a significant undertaking, given the importance of water
resources for agriculture, industry, and urban development. Armenia and Georgia, being mountainous
countries with varying climates and water availability, would have relied heavily on reservoirs for
water storage, irrigation, hydropower generation, and other purposes.

Archival documents have been preserved in the National Archives of Armenia, as well as in several
regional museums contain a wealth of information including engineering drawings, technical
specifications, project reports, correspondence, photographs, maps, and other documents related to the
development of specific reservoirs as well as broader policies and strategies related to water
management in the region. Studying these archives can provide insights into the socio-economic,
environmental, and political factors influencing water resource management and infrastructure
development in Armenia throughout the 20th century. It also valuable for understanding the
challenges and innovations in reservoir engineering and construction during that time period.
According to those archives, Georgian engineers played a major role in the water construction of the
region. Much important information about this for us has been preserved in the archival documents of
the Shir channel in Shirak region. The participation of hydraulic engineers of the neighboring Georgian
people in the construction of the Shirak Canal is confirmed by the presence of both archival and
folklore materials. Archival materials relate to both the design and construction of the canal and the
opening ceremony.

The purpose of the report is to show the importance and initiatives of water construction processes in
Armenia (Soviet period as a whole) according to archival materials, comparing archaeological,

ethnographic and folklore materials.
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The paper investigates the image of Georgia and Georgians foremost in German Jerusalem-
pilgrim-accounts of the 15th century. As this conference is also in honor of Ketevan of Kakheti,
the presentation of Georgia and the Georgians in the famous drama “Catherina von Georgien”
(published 1650) written by the famous German poet Andreas Gryphius will be sketched. Thereby
the question rouses, if it is possible to compare the different genres and ask for a change in the
perception of Georgia as function, recipients, and contexts are different.

In the Middle Ages information on Georgia and the Georgians was given first in Latin, as through
scholars like Hethum of Corcyrus. In the Late Middle Ages vernacular sources tell of the
Georgians. Nearly every Jerusalem-Pilgrim-account mentions the Georgians, as the one of Hans
Tucher of Nuremberg (peregrination 1479/80). As the main focus of most of the travelers to the
East was Jerusalem and sometimes the Sinai region, particularly the monastery of Catherine of
Alexandria, rarely travels were extended further to the East, as Leonhard Rauwolf did in the
16th century . However, there, in Jerusalem they could experience the various denominations of
Christian faith, and there, travelers and pilgrims had the opportunity to meet Georgians in
person. In their accounts although using other sources, the travelers passed on their knowledge.
Unlike the writers of pilgrim accounts Andreas Gryphius never traveled to Jerusalem or the East,
but using and continuing traditional elements (this is to ask) he wrote a tragedy of Ketevan of
Kakheti, giving a vivid picture of the queen and the tensions and pressures in her time.
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